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Broadband Coverage Area to be Expanded 

Earlier this year the County of Frontenac awarded a broadband project contract to Barrett 
Xplore Inc. (BXI), through its Xplornet brand, to accelerate the availability of high-speed inter-
net access to rural areas. It is anticipated that construction of the new towers will begin this fall 
and be completed in early 2010. Similarly, the Township of North Frontenac awarded a con-
tract to Omniglobe. Both projects will be managed by Actionable Intelligence. 

Xplornet’s fixed wireless service is expected to be available in  areas across the County, in-
cluding rural areas around Bedford Mills, Glendower, Cole Lake, Piccadilly, Oak Flats, Perth 
Road, Raymonds Corners, Wilmer, Burnt Hills, Inverary, Port Metcalf and some areas along 
the south shore of Howe Island. Residents and businesses may register with Xplornet at 
www.xplornet.com or by calling 1-866-841-6001 so they can be informed as service is avail-
able in their area.  

Omniglobe is currently determining locations for their expansion in North Frontenac and they 
may be reached at 1-514-693-8949. 

These projects are supported by the Government of Ontario’s $30-million Rural Connections 
Broadband Program, which was designed to reduce broadband infrastructure gaps in under-
served rural regions in southern Ontario. The program, administered by the Ontario Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs, awarded Frontenac County up to $789,078 in funding and 
a further $334,887 in North Frontenac. BXI plans to invest approximately $5 million in Fronte-
nac County. The Frontenac CFDC provided the County of Frontenac with over $47,000 to as-
sist with project management costs. 
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The Frontenac CFDC’s Strategic Plan 2008-11 identifies the 
green technology sector as offering a major economic oppor-
tunity for the Frontenacs, especially in light of the $475 Million 
windmill development on Wolfe Island. The strategic plan 
calls for the organization to “support community initiatives that 
grow environmental expertise, practices, eco-tourism activi-
ties, local food/public market initiatives, and “green” busi-
nesses, products, services and infrastructure”.  

The Frontenac CFDC assisted in bringing together a number 
of individuals, organizations and academics to discuss how to 
transform the region into a leader in green technologies and 
renewable energy. As a result, the Frontenac CFDC has 
funded a strategic five-year business plan to market the  
region’s competitive advantages for retention, attraction and 
growth of green industry/business, investment, talent and 
eco-tourism. This initiative is being undertaken in partnership 
with the County of Frontenac. Township of Frontenac Islands, 
and the Kingston Economic Development Corporation and 
will include other municipalities and organizations in Eastern 
Ontario.   

Green Technology Initiative 

Our Investments 

We offer commercial financing up to $150,000 to new or existing businesses in the County 
of Frontenac. 

• Amount lent to local businesses since inception (January 2004): $3,202,444 

• Amount lent to local businesses during this fiscal year (July 1, 2008 to June 30, 2009): 
$610,500 

• 14 full-time jobs and 17 part-time jobs created during the fiscal year. 



Frontenac Agricultural Newsletter 

It was suggested to the Frontenac CFDC that we provide support to our local agriculture associations by assisting them 
with communications between and among their various organizations. As a result the first issue of the Frontenac Agricul-
tural Newsletter went out in July highlighting agricultural news, events and association meetings in the Frontenac’s. The 
newsletter was received by over 500 farmers and will be published in a quarterly fashion. To view the newsletter online 
log on to our website at: www.frontenaccfdc.com/whatsnew.cfmtopic=agriculturenews If you would like to receive our 
agricultural newsletter or have a newsworthy item or an upcoming event to include in out next issue email us at: 
ag@frontenaccfdc.com by October 1, 2009 for inclusion in our next newsletter.   

Help us ‘be green’. Please provide us with your email address so that you may receive future editions of the newsletter 
electronically. Email addresses will only be used for distribution of the newsletter and you may unsubscribe at any time.  

FALL 2009 

The Frontenac CFDC Board of Directors would like to congratulate the recipients of the Frontenac Community Futures 
Development Corporation Bursary for 2009. This years’ recipients are: Lindsey Snider from North Addington Education 
Centre, Sara Lefave from Sharbot Lake High School and Murray Hodgson from Sydenham High School. Lindsey and 
Sara will be taking the Hair Stylist Course at St. Lawrence College and Murray will also be attending St. Lawrence Col-
lege in the Wind Turbine Technician Program.  

Established in January 2005, the Frontenac Community Futures Development Corporation in partnership with the Lime-
stone Learning Foundation and the St. Lawrence College Foundation, awards several apprenticeship bursaries each 
year to students from both the Limestone District School Board and the Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic District 
School Board. For more information about bursaries for 2010, please contact your schools Guidance Counselor, Tech-
nology Teacher or visit www.frontenaccfdc.com/initiatives.cfm?topic=bursary  

Frontenac CFDC Student Bursary 

Business Immigration Program 

The Frontenac CFDC is spearheading a program on behalf of the Ontario East Economic Development Commission to 
attract business immigrants to their respective communities.  Working with the Ministry of Economic Development and 
Trade (MEDT), Business Immigration Section, this initiative is intended to target MEDT’s existing clients, as well as im-
migrant entrepreneurs that have not yet landed in Ontario.   The program consists of “Passport to Business Success” 
familiarization tours, receptions, and the creation of electronic newsletters and CDs. 

A reception is organized each winter to showcase Eastern Ontario communities and business opportunities to MEDT’s 
clients.  From the interest generated at this event, familiarization tours are organized to further promote available busi-
ness opportunities, introduce the clients to successful business immigrants who have settled in the area and to see what 
the communities have to offer such as residential areas, schools, and activities.   The most recent tour was of the County 
of Prince Edward, and Leeds and 1000s Islands in June. Participants had an opportunity to meet local business immi-
grants Hany Girgis, Verona Drug Mart and Ludwig Ratzinger, The Oaks Cottages on Crow Lake, at a dinner reception.         

MEDT staff regularly send out an electronic newsletter to their clients and they have offered to pilot a program to feature 
Ontario East in this newsletter three times during this fiscal year.  The feature will include a brief overview of Ontario 
East and highlight business opportunities.  Each issue also features a success story of a local business immigrant. In 
addition, MEDT staff will distribute mini-CDs of Ontario East business opportunities at the numerous international visits 
and trade shows that they attend.   The Frontenac CFDC is establishing an inventory of businesses for sale for inclusion 
in the newsletter and CD.  For more information, contact Anne Prichard at 613-372-1414 



Eastern Ontario Development Program 

The Eastern Ontario Development Program is an eco-
nomic development initiative aimed at addressing socio-
economic challenges in rural Eastern Ontario. The  
program benefited from a $10-million-a-year investment 
in 2006, 2007 and 2008. On May 1, 2009, the Honour-
able Tony Clement announced a two-year investment in 
the EODP totalling $20 million. 

If you are a business or organization operating in the 
County of Frontenac you may be eligible for the following 
funding; 

• Skills Development: up to $5,000 per employee to 
assist in training. 

• Business Development: up to $5,000 to develop a 
business, marketing or export plan, research and 
trade show participation. 

• Youth Internship: up to $30,000 to hire an intern . 

 

• Innovation & ICT: up to $10,000 to access and utilize 
information and communication technologies. 

• Access to Capital: interest free loans available for de-
veloping vacant or underutilized commercial proper-
ties, and for façade improvements. 

• Local Initiatives: up to $10,000 to support incremental 
local economic development projects. 

• Community Capacity: to support strategic projects that 
enhance local economic development projects. 

To find out more about the EODP program or to download 
application forms please visit our website 
http://www.frontenaccfdc.com/services.cfm?topic=eastern
ontariodevelopmentprogram.   
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Business Profile 

Frontenac Media Incorporated 

Thanks to the support of the Frontenac CFDC, Frontenac Media Incorpo-
rated (FMI) was established this past spring as a full media production 
company based in Sharbot Lake Ontario to service the major markets of 
Toronto, Ottawa and Montreal. FMI’s principal digital media production 
focus is within three main areas: Disease Prevention/Health Promotion 
for Health related stakeholders, Tourism and Recreational Safety. 

FMI aspires to be the preferred video and sound design production pro-
vider for provincial and national stakeholders across Canada within their 
area of focus. The company offers a comprehensive range of services 
from concept writing, story board design, pre-production and full location 
shoot teams, sound design/sound engineering to full post production and 
editing capabilities. In addition, they are establishing themselves as an 
agency that can produce radio ads and offer clients the best placement 
mix for their target audience.   

Since the company’s inception, FMI has worked with multinational phar-
maceutical companies, the Ontario Health Policy Project team and the 
Canadian Medical Association, as well as Regional Tourism Boards and 
Economic Development Corporations in eastern Ontario. During the summer months a series of “Pilot” media have been 
developed including the production of on-line health & wellness videos to inform the public about the changes to the de-
livery of healthcare and to promote health and wellness done in partnership with the Sharbot Lake Family Health Team. 

Over the summer months, FMI has established four full-time employees, Robert Ostiguy (Producer/Director), Max Swad-
chuck (intern Director of Photography/Editor) David Magnusson Sound Designer and Stuart Campbell, Business Devel-
opment.  For more information, visit  http://frontenacmedia.net 

Frontenac Media Incorporated is part of what is referred to as the “Creative Economy” – an economy driven by knowl-
edge and innovation.  These businesses are attracted to locations that offer quality of life and lifestyle amenities.  Work 
is being undertaken by the Ontario East Economic Development Commission on how we can grow the creative economy 

in our rural communities.     

 Left to right - Robert Ostiguy (Director/Producer), Stuart Campbell 
(Business Development), David Magnusson (Sound Design), Mini Magnus-

son (son of David), and Dawn Sheldrick (Media Buyer) 



The Frontenac Community Fu-
tures Development Corporation 
is a non-profit organization 
whose mission is to stimulate 
community and economic de-
velopment throughout the Fron-
tenacs. Run by a volunteer 
board of directors and funded 
by Industry Canada, the Fronte-
nac CFDC offers free business 
advice, workshops and com-
mercial financing to entrepre-
neurs and those   looking to 
start businesses in the Fronte-
nacs. 
 

The Frontenac CFDC also pro-
vides support    to    initiatives    
that   are designed   to   stimu-
late    economic development in 
the County of Frontenac, and 
business planning assistance to 
community organizations. 
  

Frontenac Community Futures  

Development Corporation 
4917 Rd. 38, Harrowsmith,  

Ontario K0H 1V0 

613-372-1414 or  

www.frontenaccfdc.com 
 

Visit  our  website  and  make  
use of the many on-line re-
sources available including busi-
ness information and e-learning 
courses  
 

Promote your company FREE 
in the on-line business directory 
or advertise your community 
event  

 
Sign up for notification of up-
coming events and news on our 
website. 
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Board of Directors Opportunity 
  

  

  

  

The Frontenac Community Futures Development Corporation (FCFDC) is a 
private, non-profit corporation, run by a volunteer board of directors and 
funded by Industry Canada. Our mission is to stimulate community and eco-
nomic development throughout  the Frontenacs—aptly expressed by the tag 
line “building business, growing communities”. 

FCFDC’s overall strategic priority is to develop year-round well paid employ-
ment opportunities, and to enhance the rural lifestyle by improving the vital-
ity, visual appeal and range of community services. We provide assistance to 
small business through counseling and commercial loans and community eco-
nomic development activities. Further information may be obtained from our 
strategic plan by visiting: 

http://www.frontenaccfdc.com/about.cfm?topic=strategy 

We are seeking residents and/or business owners within the County of Fronte-
nac to apply to our Board of Directors who ideally have: 

• An interest in local and regional community development. 

• Knowledge of Frontenac County in general and perhaps an understanding 

of a specific business sector. 

• An interest in business development, with a comprehension of financial 

statements an asset, but not mandatory. 

Board members are required to attend monthly Board and/or committee 
meetings. If you are interested in applying to the FCFDC, please complete the 
application that can be found at: 

http://www.frontenaccfdc.com/about.cfm?topic=board 

About the 

Frontenac CFDC 
County of Frontenac businesses are invited to join the Frontenac Commu-
nity Futures Development Corporation and the Business Development 
Bank of Canada to participate in a trade show in conjunction with the 30th 
anniversary of Small Business Week®. Small Business Week pays tribute 
to the important contribution that small businesses make to the national 
economy. This year’s theme is “Your dream, your business, your passion”. 

The trade show is an opportunity for local businesses to promote their 
products and services to other businesses and residents.  It will be held 
Wed. October 21, 2009 from 3-7 pm at the Verona Lion’s Hall. The cost for 
a table top display is $25 and businesses will be accepted on a first come, 
first served basis.  

To register, visit: www.frontenaccfdc.com/events.cfm?
topic=open&item=1307  
or call 613-372-1414.  

Small Business Trade Show 

Free Small Business Workshop 

Our next small business workshop is scheduled for Tuesday November 10th, 
2009. The topic is: “How to start your own Small Business” - small busi-
ness tips and essentials. For more information or  to register for the work-
shop  contact: 

our office: 613-372-1414, or  
Dave Smith:dave@frontenaccfdc.com 


