
The Milky Way as seen at Mallory Hill in Frontenac County 

The Frontenac CFDC 
board of directors are 
pleased to announce that 
they will be contributing a 
$14,000 grant towards Elek-
tra Observatories establish-
ment of an astronomical 
observatory in the Town-
ship of North Frontenac.  
The funding, made available 
through the Eastern On-
tario Development Pro-
gram, will assist in phase 1 
of the project and puts the 
Observatory on track to 
have ‘First Light’ in the fall 
of 2011.                       

Elektra has decided to es-
tablish a professional obser-
vatory at Mallory Hill as 

their research indicates the 
area has a natural asset un-
equaled in southern Canada 
- the darkness of the night 
sky.  This will be the first 
major observatory in Can-
ada in over 30 years.  

Frank Roy, Executive Di-
rector, Elektra Observatory 
says “the One Metre Initia-
tive (OMI) will be a state-of 
the-art facility using the 
largest CCD image sensor 
in the world, a 4” x 4” chip 
manufactured by Dalsa 
(Waterloo, On) with 112 
mega-pixels. The OMI is 
wide-field instrument of 
field-of view of 25X that of 
the full moon. In terms of 

“Dark Skies” Offers Tourism Opportunity 
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Bursary Program for High School Students 

Established in January 
2005 through a donation 
made by the Frontenac 
CFDC in partnership 
with the Limestone 
Learning Foundation 
and the St. Lawrence 
College Foundation, two 
apprenticeship bursaries 
are awarded annually – 
one each to a student 

from the Limestone Dis-
trict School Board and the 
Algonquin and Lakeshore 
Catholic District School 
Board.  

The applicants must intend 
to register in an apprentice-
able occupation and attend 
the first level of appren-
ticeship in-school training 
at St. Lawrence College 

within the next 2 years, 
or must have applied to 
and been accepted into 
a full-time program at 
St. Lawrence College 
that leads to an appren-
ticeship. Deadline April 
30th. Please visit: 

www.frontenaccfdc.com
/initiatives 

 

performance, the OMI will 
become the premier imag-
ing telescope on Canadian 
soil. Major research projects 
slated for the OMI is the 
search for Earth-sized plan-
ets orbiting red-dwarf stars, 
the search for Near-Earth-
Objects, asteroids that 
come ‘too close for com-
fort’ and discovering High-
z supernovae which are 
important for cosmology. 
The Observatory will be an 
important asset to Canadian 
astronomers.” 

The dark skies have long 
been identified as an eco-
nomic development oppor-
tunity for the County.  This 
initiative will result in rais-
ing the profile of the area 
when scientific research is 
published to the astronomi-
cal community throughout 
the world.   

Elektra Observatories is 
currently forming a steering 
committee to promote and 
advance the concept of an 
eco-tourism centre on this 
major astronomical obser-
vatory.   To learn more 
about the observatory and/
or the committee, please 
visit: 

www.elektraobservatories.org 
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Eastern Ontario Development Program  

The Frontenac CFDC supported the following recipients through the Eastern Ontario Development Program (EODP) from 
2008 to 2009. The EODP is a $10-million, short-term contribution to a program aimed at addressing socio-economic chal-
lenges in rural Eastern Ontario. The EODP provides resources to Community Futures Development Corporations (CFDCs) 
which invest in a variety of initiatives focused on community economic development, small business growth, and job crea-
tion. The EODP takes an innovative, grassroots approach to economic development—one that encourages local stake-
holders to work together to create a competitive and diversified regional economy. It supports community-based initiatives in 
five strategic areas: 

The Federal government has identified EODP funding in their upcoming budget. To learn when the next round of applica-
tions will be accepted sign up for notification of upcoming news on our website. www.frontenaccfdc.com/whatsnew.cfm 

• Business and Community  
Development 

• Attracting and Retaining Youth 

• Skills Development 

• Enhancing the use of technology  

• Improving Access to Capital 

Regional EODP Projects 

(left) Local artist, Ellen Good,  

Fibergoods, Ompah 

(right) Artwork by Randal Doner,  

Doner Studio at the Mill, Inverary 

County of Frontenac ICSP Update 

The County of Frontenac is a special part of the province and we are growing innovation through the development of an 
Integrated Community Sustainability Plan (ICSP).  The ICSP is intended to provide strategic, long-term, County-wide direc-
tion by establishing a shared vision and desire for sustainable initiatives in the region. The purpose of the ICSP is to identify 
and implement projects and principles which ensure the Frontenacs are a healthy place to live, work and play, now and for 
future generations. 

Throughout a series of public meetings and outreach initiatives during the winter months, stakeholders from all four town-
ships have given thoughtful feedback to help drive the ICSP process. At this point, Task Forces – guided largely by commu-
nity members, municipal council members and industry experts – are discussing potential ideas and projects for implementa-
tion in the Frontenacs. If you have not yet heard about the ICSP development, please tell us what you believe a sustainable 
future in the County of Frontenac entails. Whether you are a seasonal or permanent resident, your input into the ICSP is an 
important contribution which helps ensure environmental, cultural, social and economic sustainability throughout the region.  

We invite your questions and comments related to the ICSP. Please visit the project website for up-to-date news, funding 
information, documents and links. www.directionsforourfuture.ca  

For further information and to provide feedback, please contact: Graham Halsall, Sustainability Coordinator,                    
County of Frontenac, 613 548-9400 ext. 308 

The creations of Eastern Ontario artists will be featured at the 
One of a Kind Show being held in Toronto April 1st through 
5th, thanks to funding from the Regional Eastern Ontario De-
velopment Program. Local Artists, Ellen Good, Fibregoods, 
Ompah and Randal Doner, Doner Studio at the Mill, Inverary, 
were selected from among 127 applicants. 

To learn of other projects that have been funded though the 
Regional Eastern Ontario Network, visit www.eocfdc.ca 
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Frontenac CFDC Invests in Artisan Cheese 

County of Frontenac Receives Broadband Funding 

The Frontenac CFDC is 
pleased to provide $18,000 
to support a new initiative 
to package and promote the 
local “East Central” On-
tario region as the place to 
invest in artisan cheese 
making.  Specifically, the 
funding will be used to de-
velop the neighbouring 
Counties of Frontenac, 
Hastings, Lennox & 
Addington and Prince Ed-
ward as the home of an 
artisan cheese industry clus-
ter and region.   

Artisan cheese is cheese 
produced primarily by 
hand, in small batches, with 
particular attention paid to 
the tradition of the cheese 
maker’s art. The estimated 
value of Small Scale and 
Artisan Cheese in Ontario 
is approximately $300 Mil-

lion sales per year (retail), 
$15 Million of which is lo-
cal (Ontario) and the rest 
imports. The value of sales 
is expected to rise to $400 
Million over the next dec-
ade. This $100 Million dol-
lar growth offers huge po-
tential for current and new 
small scale and artisan 
cheese producers and an 
opportunity for cheese in-
dustry development in 
Eastern Ontario. 

Artisan cheese production 
will be promoted on a new 
East Central Ontario cheese 
r e g i o n  w e b s i t e , 
www.investincheese.ca and 
artisan cheese makers will 
be targeted through an in-
vestment attraction and 
outreach marketing plan 
essentially promoting the 
region as a cheese capital.  

Funding will also be used to 
develop an inventory of 
existing cheese factories 
operating today, local farms 
that would supply milk 
(Holstein, goat, sheep, wa-
ter buffalo etc.), identify 
human resources, invest-
ment opportunities and 
other assets.   

This project is a first at-
tempt to cluster and pack-
age the regional cheese in-
dustry for investment at-
traction.  The opportunity 
over the long term is to 
begin growing small scale 
and artisan cheese produc-
tion locally.  Other longer 
term plans are to package 
the new cheese region as a 
tourist attraction, develop 
promotional and marketing 
materials and develop a 
Cheese Route driving tour.  

Cheese production was once 
a large industry in the four 
Counties.  More than 80 
cheese factory locations alone 
have been identified in Hast-
ings County.  Today, no more 
than 6 independent cheese 
factories operate in the East 
Central Ontario region. 

The County of Frontenac 
received $50,000 in funding 
from the Frontenac CFDC 
Eastern Ontario Develop-
ment Program to increase 
the scope of their Broad-
band build, which will com-
mence in the Spring and 
anticipated to be an eight-
een month long endeavour. 
At the end of 2007, it was 
announced that the County 
of Frontenac was successful 
in its bid for funding to the 

provincial Rural Connections 
Program for the amount of 
$789,078 to deploy broad-
band to under serviced areas 
of the county. This funding 
will be used to increase ac-
cess to broadband services in 
the Townships of Frontenac 
Islands, South Frontenac 
and Central Frontenac. The 
undertaking is part of the 
response to a Business Re-
tention and Expansion Study 
done on behalf of the 

County of Frontenac in 2007 
and partly funded by the 
Frontenac CFDC. The re-
sults of this study indicated 
that improved access to 
broadband services would 
have a positive effect on the 
economic development. As 
well, the need for broadband 
services was identified dur-
ing strategic planning for the 
Frontenac CFDC. The 
township of North Fronte-
nac applied in February for 

additional funds from the 
Rural Connections Pro-
grams and anticipate learn-
ing whether they were suc-
cessful in April. 

For further information 
contact: Anne Marie 
Young, Manager of Eco-
nomic  Deve lopment , 
County of Frontenac:  
613-548-9400 ext 330. 

 

A number of workshops were offered this winter to assist local businesses, including: 

• Surviving in Difficult Economic Times (Guest Speaker: Ryan Seeds, Seeds & Company LLP, January 9th, 2009) 

• Website Essentials/Marketing for Small Business (Guest Speaker: Roy Lingen, BizNet Development, February 23, 2009) 

• A Tourism Industry Survival Guide ( Guest Speakers: Kevin Cruickshank, Vanessa Pizzinato, Blair Harris and Terry Shea) March 11th ,2009 

To learn more about upcoming workshops, please visit:  www.frontenaccfdc.com/events 

Winter Small Business Workshops 



 About the  

Frontenac CFDC 

The Frontenac Community Futures 
Development Corporation is a non-
profit organization whose mission is to 
stimulate community and economic 
development throughout the Fronte-
nacs. Run by a volunteer board of direc-
tors and funded by Industry Canada, 
the Frontenac CFDC offers free busi-
ness advice, workshops and commercial 
financing to entrepreneurs and those   
looking to start businesses in the Fron-
tenacs. 

 

 The Frontenac CFDC also provides 
support    to    initiatives    that   are 
designed   to   stimulate    economic 
development in the County of Fronte-
nac, and business planning assistance to 
community organizations. 

  

Frontenac Community Futures  

Development Corporation 

4917 Rd. 38, Harrowsmith,  

Ontario K0H 1V0 

613-372-1414 or  

www.frontenaccfddc.com 
 

Visit  our  website  and  make  use of 
the many on-line resources available in-
cluding business information and e-
learning courses  
 

Promote your company FREE in the 
on-line business directory or advertise 
your community event  

 

Sign up for notification of upcoming 
events and news on our website. 
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Anne Marie Young, Manager of Economic 

Development, County of Frontenac 

Anne Marie Young has recently taken the position of Manager of Eco-
nomic Development for the County of Frontenac.  Having an extensive 
background in business and accounting, Ms. Young comes to the Fronte-
nacs with over eleven years of economic development experience. In the 
past few months she has been making contacts and building relationships 
with various committees and organizations and is committed to fulfilling 
the mandate of the County’s economic development office “to create and 
promote an environment that is attractive to new business development 
and investment.” Anne Marie Young can be reached at  613-548-9400 ext 
330. 

Board of Directors Opportunity 
  

  

  

  

Cover sunflower image provided by suzylamont.com 

The Frontenac Community Futures Development Corporation 

(FCFDC) is a private, non-profit corporation, run by a volun-

teer board of directors and funded by Industry Canada. Our 

mission is to stimulate community and economic development 

throughout  the Frontenacs—aptly expressed by the tag line 

“building business, growing communities”. 

FCFDC’s overall strategic priority is to develop year-round well 

paid employment opportunities, and to enhance the rural life-

style by improving the vitality, visual appeal and range of 

community services. We provide assistance to small business 

through counseling and commercial loans and community eco-

nomic development activities. Further information may be ob-

tained from our strategic plan by visiting: 

http://www.frontenaccfdc.com/about.cfm?topic=strategy 

We are seeking residents and/or business owners within the 

County of Frontenac to apply to our Board of Directors who 

ideally have: 

• An interest in local and regional community development. 

• Knowledge of Frontenac County in general and perhaps an 

understanding of a specific business sector. 

• An interest in business development, with a comprehen-

sion of financial statements an asset, but not mandatory. 

Board members are required to attend monthly Board and/or 

committee meetings. If you are interested in applying to the 

FCFDC, please complete the application that can be found at: 

http://www.frontenaccfdc.com/about.cfm?topic=board 


